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and solemn evaluation of later weeks or years. For men like Linnaeus and
Darwin, whose conclusions seem to have been reached only gradually and
laboriously, perhaps there was no Moment of Discovery; certainly the pass-
ages from their writings arepedestrian.
Particularly interesting is a section on "Technology before Science,"
with quotations from George Sarton and V. Gordon Childe. Here is an all
too brief treatment of the technology that came before science, for example
the "improvisations of a farmer remote from industrial facilities. . . . An
interesting example of this is found in the solutions to the problem of how
to keepa gate closed in a field fence. There are many ingenious and effective
designs to be seen that have rarely been repeated and certainlv never
patented" (page 102).
Each passage by a scientist is introduced by the editors' historical and
biographical sketch, the sketches in turn being grouped and discussed in
terms of broad categories. The background material is interesting but
sometimes diffuse. A number of illustrations from original works are re-
produced, not always well. Although the book in general is remarkably
free of typographical errors, the dates given for the birth of Robert Hooke
(page 387) and Pierre Curie (page 888) and for the death of Francesco
Redi (page 405) and William Harvey (page 575) do not agree with those
cited by otherauthorities. There is a rather briefindex.
For the authors' aim for this book there can be only admiration; one feels
much disappointment that the product of twenty years of work is so uneven.
THOMAS R. FORBES
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This little monograph is a most exhaustive and well-documented account of
the effects of digitalis on the atrium with particular (in fact almost ex-
clusive) relation to paroxysmal auricular tachycardia with A-V block. The
evidence for the relationship of this arrhythmia to digitalis intoxication,
either due to excessive doses of digitalis or to deficient cellular potassium, is
presented in great detail. Both the clinical features and electrocardio-
graphic distinctions of this arrhythmia are well discussed. Problems of
differential diagnosis and therapy are ably covered. There is an interesting
section at the end of the book on the theoretical basis for this particular
manifestation of digitalis intoxication involving the contrasting vagotonic
and direct myocardial effects of digitalis as well as the relationships of
acetylcholineand potassium to digitalis action.
This text is valuable particularly for its emphasis on paroxysmal auricu-
lar tachycardia with A-V block as a special manifestation of digitalis in-
toxication. It is designed particularly for the cardiologist and electro-
cardiographer but would certainly be of considerable interest to internists
in general who are particularly concerned with the cardiovascular field.
ALLAN V. N. GOODYER
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